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II. — Baron von Hammer Purgstall, and the Ruins of 
Al Hadhr. 

[The following letters are published for the purpose of doing justice to 
the learned historian of the Ottoman empire, by recording his pri- 
ority in calling the attention of the literary world to Al Hadhr. 
Mr. Bland's letter was addressed to the secretary of the society, who 
immediately communicated it to Mr. Ainsworth, and received the 
subjoined reply.] 

Sir, — I am requested by Baron Hammer Purgstall, of Vienna, 
to communicate to you his observations, which are best explained 
by the following extract from his letter : — 

" I have just received the 1st part of the 11th volume of the 
Journal of the Geographical Society, in which is a most interest- 
ing memoir of Mr. Ainsworth on an excursion to Al Hadhr. 
Having collected all the passages relating to Al Hadhr, he does 
not mention that one in the Jehan Numa, to which I called the 
attention of geographers in the extracts I gave on the Geography 
of Asiatic Turkey, in the 13th volume of the ' Jahrbucher der 
Literatur,' p. 235. 

" 1 would beg of you, through some member of that Society, 
to call Mr. Ainsworth's attention to these extracts, running 
through the 13th and 14th volumes, in which (p. 87) Hatra is 
again pointed out as one of the objects most worthy of the atten- 
tion of travellers. I am glad to have seen fulfilled my hopes 
expressed two years ago. 

" P.S. I have just now referred to the iAy°, in which is the 

article Hadhr, vocalized so . Xtt ^ 

" There is an account of its walls, bulwarks, palaces, and their 
ruins, bearing witness to its ancient splendour," &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 

N. Bland. 
Randall's Park, 2§th March, 1843. 



My dear Sir, — I am much obliged by your attention in for- 
warding to me the copy of Baron Hammer Purgstall's letter, as 
it gives me the opportunity of acknowledging that the learned 
Baron's notices upon the subject of Al Hadhr were unknown to 
me, and I shall make a point of consulting the ' Jahrbucher der 
Literatur ' at an early opportunity. 

I am glad that the etymology in the Jehan Numa, which I be- 
lieve was referred to by the Foreign Secretary of the Society, 
corresponds with that adopted in my communication ; but from the 
etymology given by the Baron some would read Hhadhr. 
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As it would be impossible, unless a second edition of the 
memoir in question were to be published, to do justice to the 
claims of the learned Baron Hammer Purgstall's having called 
the attention of geographers to the very remarkable ruins of Al 
Hadhr twenty-two years ago — I beg to submit to your considera- 
tion, whether this would not be best effected by noticing this fact 
in the account of the proceedings of the Society as usually given 
in the ' Literary Gazette ' and the ' Athenaeum.' 

I have, &c. 

William Ainsworth. 

Hammersmith, \2th April. 



III. — Notes of a Cruise in the Eastern Archipelago in 1841. 
By Captain Owen Stanly, R.N. 

H. M. S. Britomart, Singapor, Nov. 1, 1841. 
After leaving Sydney we had a safe but stormy passage through 
Torres Straits, and found all well at Port Essington. Our services 
not being at all wanted there, the arrival of the captain and crew 
of the Montreal, wrecked on Alert reef, gave me a capital excuse 
for extending our cruize as far as Banda and Amboyna. 

We first visited the Anson Islands again, where some additions 
to the plan were made. Having Mr. Earl on board, I left the 
information-part of the cruize to be obtained by him, while Mr. 
Hill and myself devoted our time to chart-making and draw- 
ing. At Arru we saw little new, but at the Ki Islands we found 
and surveyed a fine harbour, where all sorts of supplies may be 
procured, and boats in abundance : we purchased four small ones 
for the settlement at a low price. Timber of good quality 
abounds, and can be procured close to the beach. The natives 
are well-behaved and very industrious. The southern Ki Island 
appears to be much cut up by deep channels, which would be 
well worth exploring, as the published charts give no idea of them 
at all. If Port Essington ever becomes a place of importance, 
the Ki Islands will be of great advantage, as a passage can be 
made both ways in both monsoons. 

From Ki we proceeded to Banda ; off the harbour we made a 
place, but were not able to get rid of our passengers. Banda is 
too well known to require any description. 

From Banda we reached Amboyna in a day, and remained ten 
days to get a fresh rate for the chronometer. It rained almost 
incessantly the whole time we remained ; but the few fine days 
enabled me to see a good deal of the country, which is very fine. 
During our stay we were all most kindly received. I remained 



